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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the 
accompanying information is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed, in 
addition to an English-language abstract, providing a concise explanation of the relevance of 
the foreign patent document cited, as well as an English-language translation of the foreign 
patent document cited. 

The documents are being submitted after a first Office Action on the merits but prior 
to the closing of prosecution, therefore under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c), a statement follows. 

I, the undersigned, hereby state that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of 
this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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To assist the Examiner, the document is listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this form be returned to the 
undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BUCHANAN INGERSOLL PC 



Date: June 8. 2006 By: I li JUJJ^ 

i_jW)fe D. Dretar 
Registration No. 54076 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1404 

703.836.6620 
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NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 




Japanese Office Action dated March 15, 2006. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. § 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



